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New South Wales Draft Government Bill - Gas and Electricity (Consumer Safety) Bill 2016 





A Public consultation draft Bill has been released on the consolidation of gas and electricity consumer safety laws into a single Act.





NSW Fair Trading is consolidating the gas and electrical consumer safety laws into a single Act to provide a more streamlined and consistent approach to the regulation of both energy sources. The proposed Act will have consistent compliance and enforcement provisions, including penalty notices.





The proposed Act will repeal the Electricity (Consumer Safety) Act 2004, the Electricity (Consumer Safety) Regulation 2015 and the Gas Supply (Consumer Safety) Regulation 2012 and make consequential changes to the Gas Supply Act 1996.





The Bill is a merger and restructure of current gas and electricity consumer safety laws. Gas consumer safety provisions will be strengthened to equal electricity consumer safety provisions, including the issue of penalty notices. Penalty amounts for gas related offences will be increased. Batteries of certain types that are declared to be high risk battery articles are proposed to be regulated under the new Act. Gas appliances displayed for advertising will be treated as being displayed for sale. A definition for a ‘gas component’ will be included. Authorised officers will be able to investigate and prohibit the unsafe use of gas appliances, electrical articles or gas and electrical installations.





The Draft Bill (60 pages) and a Summary of the proposed changes in the Bill can be �HYPERLINK "http://www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au/ftw/About_us/Have_your_say/Consolidated_gas_and_electricity_consumer_safety_laws.page"��viewed here� - Comments and submissions close 16 December 2016





GAMAA will keep members informed of any submission GAMAA may make.





Hazelwood ends an era; energy future now in our hands�Ai Group media release: Thursday 3 November 2016





"The announced closure of Hazelwood Power Station increases the urgency of reform to ensure that reliability and affordability of energy are maintained through the major transition taking place in Australia's energy system," Ai Group Chief Executive Innes Willox said today.� �"Over more than fifty years in service, Hazelwood has helped power growth in Victoria and across the National Electricity Market. It met a fifth of Victoria’s demand for reliable energy at low cost. But old facilities cannot last forever. Refurbishment or replacement have proven to be uneconomic, given the immense costs involved and the difficulties faced by coal-fired generators in Australia's changing energy system. 





"Forward prices for electricity have risen dramatically across the National Electricity Market over the past year, reflecting a generally tighter supply-demand balance; the impact of higher gas prices; and more supply from generators with higher marginal costs, like gas to back up renewables. Consumers are definitely set to pay higher power prices, but it is unclear whether Hazelwood's closure is already priced in to the futures market, or whether there is more pain to come now that the closure is official. 


 


"In any case, this closure is just one step in a larger transition.  Ageing plants and Australia's Paris emissions reduction commitments will see more and more base load coal power closed. Today New South Wales announced that it aspires towards net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050, a goal already adopted by Victoria and South Australia. That is a huge transition. New electricity generation seems very likely to come from wind and solar power, whose costs are declining rapidly. But these energy sources are variable and intermittent, and the energy system is not yet ready to integrate high levels of variable supply while maintaining reliability and affordability.  �HYPERLINK "https://www.aigroup.com.au/policy-and-research/mediacentre/releases/"��Read media release here�
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