
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Industry leaders look to the future 
The Australian Pipeliner - 20 October 2020 
 

A panel of pipeline and gas industry heavyweights were on hand for APGA’s Industry Leaders 
Panel this week. 
 

Taking place on the first day of the APGA Virtual Convention and Exhibition, the panel 
consisted of: 
• Clive D’Cruz, CEO, Epic Energy South Australia 
• Daniel Krosch, Mechanical Engineer, GPA Engineering 
• Donna McDowall, VP Corporate Development and Strategy, Quanta Services Australia 
• Frank Tudor, Managing Director, Jemena 
• Rob Wheals, CEO and Managing Director, APA Group 

 

Continuing from the opening remarks presented by APGA CEO Steve Davies and President 
Tony O’Sullivan, the panel was generally optimistic about the future of the industry and the 
role gas has to play in Australia’s energy narrative. 
 

“Whilst we’ve got low oil and gas prices, we’re going to see a significant coal-to-gas 
conversion,” said Mr Tudor. 
 

“Gas has got a really important role to play in underpinning the reliability of our energy 
system as we see more renewables coming in.” 
 

Mr D’Cruz said he preferred to call gas a “destination” fuel rather than the “transition” label 
often thrust on it by others. 
 

“Gas has a huge role to play globally. When we look at gas we often think about energy, but 
it’s also a critical feedstock for manufacturing and we really need to start thinking about that 
in Australia,” he said. 
 

With a changing energy landscape, Ms McDowall pointed to the increasing importance of 
environmental and social governance (ESG) metrics in businesses. 
 

“Our CEO recently said that our ESG report will be more important than our financial reports 
in future, which is huge,” she said. 
 

“When I think about the APGA’s strategic plan, I think another pillar around ESG would be 
helpful for our members, especially to help smaller companies in the space. 
 

“If you look back, we did this with safety culture. Safety is business as usual now, and ESG will 
become business as usual too.” 
 

The Virtual Convention and Exhibition will run until 23 October.  Click here to view the full 
program. 
 

Taylor: Strong economics needed to reduce emissions 
The Australian Pipeliner - 20 October 2020 
 

Australia’s full gas potential has yet to be realised but now is the time to do so, according to 
Federal Minister Angus Taylor. 
 

Speaking at the Gas Vision 2050 Webinar, hosted by the Australian Petroleum Production and 
Exploration Association (APPEA), the Minister for Energy and Emissions Reduction said 
developing emerging technologies was critical to bringing down emissions both in Australia 
and around the world. 
 

“There is no point reducing Australian emissions if we’re not also reducing emissions right 
across the globe, and the key to that, particularly for developing countries that are very 
sensitive to the economics of emissions reduction, is to have technologies where the 
economics are strong,” said Mr Taylor. 
 

…… Mr Taylor said it was important that a wide range of new technologies were pursued, 
including hydrogen and carbon, capture and storage (CCS) to attain the best emissions 
reduction results. 
 

…… Mr Taylor also praised the role gas plays in Australia’s manufacturing sector, saying 
strengthening this industry in Australia would be difficult to achieve without an affordable 
and reliable gas sector.  Read the full article here 
 

          Week Commencing 19 October 

https://conferenceco.eventsair.com/apga-2020/program
https://www.pipeliner.com.au/2020/10/20/taylor-strong-economics-needed-to-reduce-emissions/

